Envoy to Austria                          233
the United States of America as a result of a little matter
in which I had only tried to serve my country to the best of
my ability, a thin, unfortunate shadow of imaginary intrigues
seems to have hung around my name. I cannot even go
on a week-end of shooting in Hungary without its being
imagined I am concerned in some political affair. But really
deer are my only victims.9
Already, however, news of his alleged utterances at the
German Club at Graz was leaking out. It was said that
he had stated that the Anschluss between Germany and
Austria was inevitable, and that the only matter for specula-
tion was the period within which this historic event would
be accomplished.
So once again Papen tried turning on his Catholic gramo-
phone record. Austria is a thoroughly Catholic country
and Dr. Schuschnigg was a true servant of the Church.
Consequently Herr von Papen, a Catholic too, and a papal
chamberlain, believed that he could rapidly win the con-
fidence of those whom he intended to betray. But to begin
with he experienced some bitter disappointments. The
Vatican, which had nothing good to say of Papen, warned
its leading representatives in Austria and Hungary against
making any contact with him, and it made some stir when
the Cardinal Archbishop Innitzer in Vienna and Cardinal
Seredi in Budapest both refused to receive him.
Papen thought again : * Everything comes to him who
waits/ And once again he endeavoured to spend as much
time as possible away from Austria with the object of lulling
the Austrians into a sense of false security, and stimulating
the idea that he was indeed a nominal envoy, and had no
immediate interest in Austrian developments,
It must unfortunately be confessed that this ruse of his
worked. In the first months of his activity in Austria
absolutely nothing could be detected which indicated that
he was pursuing any political line. It was known that in
Germany dissatisfaction was shown over his slowness. But
whenever Papen had occasion to report to Berlin on Austrian
affairs he appears to have convinced influential quarters